[Chronic percutaneous salicylic acid poisoning].
The uncontrolled, long-term (18 months), widespread (almost 3/4 total body skin surface), application of a concentrated (10%) salicylic acid ointment in a 62 year old psoriatic female led to chronic percutaneous salicylism. Salicylic acid levels in the urine (200 mg %) and serum (223 mg %), the highest values ever recorded in this type of intoxication, contrasted with the discrete clinical picture. The acute and chronic percutaneous salicylism is discussed with a review of the literature. It is warned against the uncontrolled use of topicals containing salicylic acid.